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Mashpee Students
Will Participate
In College Makers Faire

Bill Combines
Water And Sewer
Districts
By GEOFF SPILLANE
Creation of a Mashpee Water
and Sewer District took a step forward on Beacon Hill last week, but
it could still be more than a year
until the operation is ofﬁcially up
and running.
Last Friday afternoon Massachusetts Governor Deval L. Patrick signed a legislative act giving
the town approval to move forward
with establishing the joint operation.
It will now be up to the town’s
voters to seal the deal.
While Town Meeting in May 2012
approved a request to petition the
Legislature to create the combined
district, the act signed by the governor speciﬁcally states that voters
of the autonomous Mashpee Water
District must still approve the ﬁnal
legislation at the ballot box.
Approval by the governor,
though, came approximately two
weeks too late for a ballot question
to make it on the May 17 town election ballot, according to Mashpee
town clerk Deborah F. Dami.
While there is a state election
scheduled for November, when a
new governor will be elected, the
question cannot be on that ballot,
either.
Ms. Dami received that news
Tuesday after consulting with the
ofﬁce of the Massachusetts Secretary of State. “The counsel for the
secretary of state said that the language in the legislation is so speciﬁc, that the ballot question can
only be presented at a town election, the next one which will be in
May 2015,” she said.
Selectman Thomas F. O’Hara,
the board liaison to the Mashpee
Sewer Commission, said that he
hopes the commission will not be
in “lame duck” mode for the next
year, and that it takes advantage
of the time to plan for the now inevitable establishment of the new
combined district.
“I hope it’s a year of preparation and getting all of the ducks in
a row. This will be a great opportunity for the water district to get
involved in the sewer commission
meetings and planning activities,”
Mr. O’Hara said.
The annual meeting of the
Mashpee Water District is scheduled for next Tuesday at 7:30 PM
at district headquarters on Industrial Drive.
Mashpee Water District operations manager Andrew G. Marks
said the issue will be discussed
further at the meeting.

Final Day For
Voter Registration
Today is the last day to register
to vote for the May 17 Mashpee
town election. The town clerk’s
ofﬁce at Mashpee Town Hall will
be open until 8 o’clock tonight for
voter registration.
In addition, absentee ballots
are now available at the town
clerk’s ofﬁce. Applications for
absentee ballots will be accepted
until noon on Friday, May 16.
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Yesterday morning sun glistens off the water at Punkhorn Point.

Rabies Vaccination Baiting To Resume
Monday In Mashpee And Sandwich
Distribution of oral rabies vaccination baits, an effort to reduce
and manage raccoon rabies, will
begin next week and continue
through May 28.
“This coming Monday we’ll
begin hand-baiting,” said Brian
Bjorklund, a Rabies Program coordinator for the US Department
of Agriculture Wildﬂife Services.
Approximately 30,000 ﬁshmeal
cube baits and coated sachets will
be distributed from Sandwich
and Mashpee through Route 124
in Brewster and Harwich. About
half will be distributed through
bait stations in selected areas,
while the other half will be handdistributed by town ofﬁcials and
volunteers on May 2 in Brewster,
Dennis and Yarmouth; May 5 and/
or May 6 in Sandwich; and May 6
in Barnstable.

Bait stations are scheduled to
be ﬁlled with baits next Monday
through Friday and monitored
for three weeks. Remaining baits
from those stations will be handdistributed in western Mashpee
from May 27-28.
The bait zone has shifted out
of the outer Cape in the past few
years, Mr. Bjorklund said, due to
decreased reports of raccoon rabies in previously treated areas.
Last fall, the zone was shifted
east again, out of Orleans, Chatham and the eastern two-thirds
of Brewster and Harwich.
Those resources were used to
bait portions of Sandwich and
Mashpee, which had not been
baited since 2004.
Humans and pets cannot get rabies from contact with the baits,
but are asked to leave them un-

disturbed should they encounter
them since each bait consumed
by a domestic animal is a lost
dose of vaccine for wild animals.
“We just ask that people obey
the leash laws in town and
keep their dogs on leashes,” Mr.
Bjorklund said.
The vaccine contained in baits
is identiﬁable by a strong ﬁsh
smell — designed to be attractive
to raccoons and unpleasant to
people — and each bait is labeled
with a warning and a phone number to call for information.
Residents who ﬁnd intact baits
are advised to place them in
brushy areas where people and
pets are unlikely to ﬁnd them,
while chewed baits should be
picked up with a glove or paper towel and disposed of in the
trash.

Clubs Celebrate World Tai Chi Day
The Cape Cod Guang Ping
Tai Ji Quan Club will celebrate
World Tai Chi and Qi Gong Day
with a demonstration of this popular exercise form tomorrow. The
group will meet at 10 AM on the
Falmouth Public Library lawn.
As a global health movement,
practitioners have introduced
millions of people to beneﬁts of
tai chi, qi gong, and other forms
of traditional Chinese medicine.
Such introduction includes demonstrations by proponents around
the world as they celebrate World
Tai Chi Day each year on the last
Saturday of April; celebrations

begin in New Zealand at 10 AM
their time and move through successive time zones, always at local 10 AM, to ﬁnish in Hawaii.
The international event began
in 1997, when 200 students of the
form gathered in Kansas City to
celebrate and to let people know
about the beneﬁts they received
from the practice. The Cape Cod

By LANNAN M. O’BRIEN
Mashpee High School’s Technology Center of Excellence is
leading the path toward innovative public education, on Cape
Cod and beyond.
The technology department will
be featured tomorrow in the ﬁrst
Cape Cod Mini Maker Faire, a
celebration of projects by inventors, tech enthusiasts, hobbyists,
crafters, and artists, at Cape Cod
Community College from 10 AM to
4 PM.
“It’s really showcasing what
we’re doing in the technology
department that supports STEM
[science, technology, engineering,
and math] education in a way to
be innovative and creative,” technology and engineering teacher
Michael P. Looney said. Mr. Looney will be representing the
technology center at the fair with
technology teachers Salvatore
Nocella and Kevin M. Blute. They
will be joined by several students
throughout the day.
The event is one of many efforts
by the nonproﬁt Cape Cod Makers
to spread a maker movement on
Cape to encourage the growth of
innovation and collaboration, said
Mary E. Sullivan, a math professor
at the community college and a
key producer of the event. Eventually, she would like the movement
to lead to the creation of a “maker
space,” or a physical workshop
where different kinds of innovators can share ideas, equipment,
and tools.
The movement extends beyond
supporting innovation in science,
technology,
engineering,
and
math by promoting a model of
education called STEAM, which
supports the collaborative growth
of the arts.
“Artists are used to looking at
the world and seeing something
different. I think that perspective
is so important to innovation,” Ms.
Sullivan said.
Potentially, these collaborators
could end up becoming business
incubators, she said, reshaping
the workforce on the Cape to include a younger population of
creative thinkers—but until then,
maker fairs will serve as a means
to bring makers together and
share their projects.
The effort began with planning
meetings, classes and presentations on electronics and computer

club has participated since 2005.
In addition to the demonstration,
ﬂyers on tai chi and instructional
opportunities in the area will be
available. All tai chi and qi gong
groups are welcome to participate.
In case of rain, the activity will
be held at the Gus Canty Community Center on East Main Street.
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Foundation Sponsors
Nuclear Plant Debate
The future of the Pilgrim
Nuclear Power Plant will be
the subject of a debate between State Senator Daniel
A. Wolf (D-Harwich) and Peter
Friedman, a professor of nuclear physics at University of
Massachusetts Dartmouth.
Second in a series sponsored by The 1717 Meetinghouse Foundation, the debate
will be held tonight at 7 at the
foundation’s building at the
corner of Route 149 and Cedar
Street, West Barnstable. Admission is free. Moderator for
the debate will be the Reverend Reed Baer, pastor of West
Parish of Barnstable.
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programming, and smaller events
throughout the past year, one of
which was a presentation conducted by Mr. Nocella on 3-D printing
projects by Mashpee students.
“I really think it’s the future
of education, what they’re doing
there,” she said. “These kids are
learning skills that they really
[teach] at the college level.”
When Ms. Sullivan received a
request last week for nominations
for the ﬁrst-ever White House
Maker Faire in June, she immediately thought of the technology
center.
“They’re very engaged, very
aware of what’s going on and very
proactive,” she said, adding that
the program is unique among
comprehensive high schools as
opposed to technical schools.
“They are deﬁnitely worthy of the
honor.”
The exact date and details of
the White House fair are yet to be
known, but Mr. Looney is already
excited about the prospect of
showcasing the work of the technology center on the White House
lawn with Mr. Nocella and Mr.
Blute, and hopefully, a few high
school students.
“It just conﬁrms the value of
what we’re contributing to the students of Mashpee High School and
STEM education as a whole,” he
said. “Being nominated is a huge
honor and hopefully, we’ll be selected to represent Cape Cod and
the islands.”
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 #1 in Mortgage Lending in Barnstable County as reported in The Warren Group, 2013 Year-End Residential Mortgage Market Share Report.
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